Mr Gibson is to be congratulated. He has produced the much needed, definitive textbook on electric response audiometry and he has made it very readable. Electrocochleography is becoming widely available and clinicians must have some understanding before they can take full advantage of it. The author explains with clarity the physiological and anatomical basis of the tests and also describes the pathological results that may be obtained. The day is coming when all otologists and audiologists will depend on these results as the cardiologist does on his ECG.
The comprehensive bibliography and good index make this book an indispensable sourcebook for the research worker in the field. The author himself has contributed much original work, and he explains why the (acoustic) brainstem electric responses are going to be so important to neurologists. This book reviews all the currently popular types of electric response audiometry in a simple and straightforward manner. I hope it will encourage many more people to offer these tests as a clinical service. From humble origins as the son of an impoverished army surgeon and an innkeeper's daughter, Schiller emerged relatively unscathed from the rigorous education he received at the military academy of the despotic Duke of Wiirttemberg (which was rapidly metamorphosed into a university with a medical faculty). Schiller's special interest in the interaction of mind and body was initially medical, but reappeared later in his dramatic, psychological and philosophical writings.
J G FRASER
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The story of Schiller's escape from the tyrannous Duke and, soon afterwards, from his medical avocation, is itself dramatic. Equally interesting is the description of the medical and psychological theories of the last quarter of the eighteenth century which were such a strong influence on Schiller's work. A valuable feature of the book is the inclusion of English translations of the main medically-relevant texts with copious comments and annotations. This well-produced and illustrated volume. is a worthy realization of a project originally planned over 60 years ago by Sir William Osler. We must hope that the book will stimulate others to explore the interrelationship of medicine and literature.
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ImmunologicalEngineering. D W Jirsch (ed) pp 361 £12.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1978 Potential readers should not be deterred by the misleading and pretentious title of this book. It is a series of reviews on diverse topics in clinical immunology which have the general aim of showing how attempts to manipulate the immune responses might possibly confer clinical benefit. Some of the articles are lueid (Powles on so-called immunotherapy in acute leukaemia), others uncritically over-optimistic (Jirsch and Falk on solid tumour immunotherapy). Dr Sinclair's review of the association of HLA complex antigens with disease is one of the best articles I have read on this subject. There is a lot of unnecessary duplication (two chapters on transfer factor, and on renal transplantation) and the text of some of the articles is turgid and full of abbreviations. For clinical and scientific workers in the field of immunology, however, there is quite a lot here of interest.
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Circulation of the Blood. D Geraint James (ed) pp 495 £25 Tunbridge Wells: Pitman Medical 1978 This is a most unusual book. The excuse for its production is that 1978 is the four-hundredth anniversary of the birth of William Harvey. The first 3 chapters concern: Harvey himself; the Harvey Society of New York; and the growth of knowledge of respiration during the 50 years which included the last 41 years of Harvey's life. The choice of the subject matter of chapters 2 and 3 is thus completely arbitrary. Further unexpected titles follow, including 'Circulating lipoproteins' and 'Pulsed Doppler Ultrasound'.
The list of contributors is formidable. It includes physicians, cardiologists, neurologists, surgeons, pathologists, biochemists and physicists, most of whom are leading authorities in their own areas. This is not so much a book as a collection of assorted, sometimes arbitrarily chosen and in the main very well-written 'chapters' bound together within a single cover. In general, it is more likely to appeal to medical libraries than to individual purchasers.
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